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OUR VISION
 

WE BELIEVE:
 

OUR MISSION
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ABOUT PRO BONO LAW SASKATCHEWAN
 

in the intrinsic value of every person;
that the justice system should be accessible to every person;
that lawyers care and want to give back;
that knowledge gives people power;
that everyone deserves justice; and
that lawyers and PBLS have a role to play in advocating for social change. 

Our mission is to provide quality pro bono legal services to persons of limited means. 

Our vision is to provide prompt, efficient, and effective pro bono legal services and legal
resources to persons of limited means with the assistance of volunteer lawyers across
Saskatchewan. 

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan (PBLS) is a non-profit, non-government organization that
provides free legal advice to low-income clients in Saskatchewan. PBLS operates and partners
with 17 free legal clinics across Saskatchewan. PBLS tries to fill the gap in legal services
between government-funded Legal Aid and hiring a private lawyer. 

PBLS defines pro bono legal services as providing professional legal services without
expectation of fee, where legal aid is not available, for:

persons of limited means who demonstrate a need for legal assistance but are unable to
afford legal counsel without suffering financial hardship; 
charitable, non-profit, religious, civic, community, governmental and educational
organizations in matters that are designed primarily to address the needs of persons of
limited means or which work for the public good of marginalized or disadvantaged
individuals or groups;
matters of public interest and broad community concern, which might not otherwise be
pursued; and
the improvement of the law or legal system in a manner that benefits marginalized or
disadvantaged individuals or groups. 



Update from the 
President and Executive Director 
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Norman Bercovich, K.C. 
President of the Board of Directors

Dominic Sikora 
Executive Director & Staff Lawyer

2025 saw continued growth for PBLS amidst a sea of change. At PBLS we expanded our
staff, our legal clinics, and our programs offered thanks to additional funding from the
federal government.

Some highlights from the year: 
1,973 Free Legal Clinic appointments were attended
PBLS began the Tenant Support Project to provide advice and information regarding
residential tenancy issues
PBLS partnered with Circle Project to offer an in-person Free Legal Clinic at the Circle
Project main office
PBLS began offering an in person Free Legal Clinic at the Northeast Free Legal Clinic
in Nipawin

PBLS would not be able to operate without our volunteer lawyers or without our
clients. The work done by our volunteer lawyers not only helps clients with their
specific legal needs, but it also builds trust between clients and the justice system in
general.

Some volunteer highlights from the past year:

Some feedback from clients:

PBLS received a donation from a former client who had multiple matters. The client stated
that the lawyer on each of the occasions took the time to explain each step of the process
and used language that was simple and easy to understand. The client states that the
lawyers helped her through very difficult times in her life and showed compassion and
empathy. The client wanted to pay organizations back that have helped her in life and
recently came into some money. She stated that from the first call back to receiving legal
advice, everyone was so kind, professional and helpful.

We want to thank our staff, volunteers, Free Legal Clinic partners and funders for their continued
support in providing free legal services throughout Saskatchewan! 

“Volunteering at the free legal clinic for the first time and seeing the visible change in a
client’s demeanour before and after the meeting with me and the realization that our work
makes a difference to people.”

“I explained a complex matter to a client and they were extremely appreciative of the
breakdown I gave and hearing the relief in their voice when they finally understood was a
massive boost to my day.”



La Ronge Kikinahk
Friendship Centre

La Ronge (3)

Meadow Lake Northwest
Friendship Centre
Meadow Lake (4)

Indian Metis
Friendship Centre
Prince Albert (8)

Catholic Family Services 
North Battleford (6)

Swift Current Public Library
Swift Current (9) 

Moose Jaw Public Library
Moose Jaw (5) 

PBLS's largest program is our Free Legal Clinic Program. At the Free Legal Clinics, clients
receive up to one hour of free legal advice from a volunteer lawyer. Clients can receive
advice in any area of law. Clients may book follow-up appointments, as necessary. 

In 2024, PBLS directly operated 17 Free Legal Clinics, including the telephone appointment
only Criminal Law Clinic and our Trans ID Clinic, in 12 communities across Saskatchewan. 

CLASSIC
Saskatoon (10)

Yorkton Public Library
Yorkton (12) 

PBLS Office
Regina (1) 

Regina Public Library
Regina (1) 

Small Claims Court 
Regina (1) 

Weyburn Southeast
Advocates

 Weyburn (11) 

Estevan Southeast
Advocates 
Estevan (2) 

FREE LEGAL CLINIC PROGRAM 
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FREE LEGAL CLINIC PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

Circle Project
Regina (1)

Nipawin Oasis
Community Centre 

Nipawin (7)



In 2025, 1,973 clients attended appointments through the Free Legal Clinic Program. 

Below is client demographic and legal matter information from 2025: 

60% of our clients identified as female, 39% male, and 1% as non-binary 

45% of our clients were unemployed, 34% were employed, 13% on disability and 8%

retired

Our clients on average have a gross monthly income of approximately $1,338 

Our clients on average have 2 children

45% of our clients identified as White/European, 29% as Indigenous (First Nation, Inuit,

Metis), 12% as Asian, 8% as Black, 4% Middle Eastern/Arab, and 2% as Latino. 

FREE LEGAL CLINIC PROGRAM 
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Through the Panel Program, volunteer lawyers provide limited scope to full representation
for individuals and community organizations of limited means. The program is province-
wide. We have a General Panel program, as well as several specialized panels, where
volunteer lawyers assist with specific areas of law. Below is a list of our specialized Panel
Programs: 

Corey Cardinal Inmates Legal Assistance Panel: Assists inmates in provincial or federal
prisons in Saskatchewan with institutional matters, such as access to healthcare,
discipline charge hearings, and review of segregation use. 

Immigration & Refugee Panel: Assists individuals in Saskatchewan with the
immigration and refugee process.

Seniors Panel: Assists seniors receiving the Federal Guaranteed Income Supplement. 

Solicitor Panel: Assists charitable, non-profit, or community organizations of limited
means. 

Residential Tenancies Panel: Assists tenants with their residential tenancy matters.
This panel utilizes articling students to assist our clients. 

Criminal Appeals Panel: Assists individuals, who are denied both Legal Aid and court-
appointed counsel, appeal a conviction or sentence, or are the respondents of a
criminal appeal. 

PANEL PROGRAM 
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This award acknowledges a law firm in Saskatchewan that has displayed an exemplary dedication to the
provision of pro bono services through PBLS.

PBLS elected to recognize all the retired lawyers volunteering with PBLS as the recipients
of this award. The dedicated retired lawyer volunteers in 2025 were Norman Bercovich
K.C., Ron Cherkewich, Gene Josephson, Ronald Kruzeniski K.C., Betty Ann Pottruff K.C.,
George Thurlow K.C., and Greg Willner. These seven volunteers collectively provided 149
free legal advice appointments in 2025. They bring a wealth of knowledge to PBLS clients
and set an example of volunteerism for junior lawyers.  

Volunteering by retired lawyers is made possible by the Law Society of Saskatchewan’s
Active Pro Bono Member status, which facilitates free membership for retired or inactive
legal professionals for the provision of pro bono legal services through an approved pro
bono organization.  

Nominees for the award were McKercher LLP (Regina) and Parchomchuk Sherdahl Hunter.  

 

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan 
Awards and Recognitions for 2024

 

Dedicated Firm Award
Retired Lawyers

Volunteer of the Year Award
Sean Watson, Willows LLP

 

Mr. Watson is the recipient of this award due to
his long-term contributions to PBLS. He has
volunteered in the PBLS Small Claims Clinic
since 2017. He is flexible and willing to meet
with clients in various areas of law, including
Saskatchewan Government Insurance matters,
an area with fewer volunteer lawyers. Mr.
Watson has a pro bono spirit, frequently
attending PBLS events and encouraging junior
lawyers to volunteer. He leads by example and
has made a positive impact on the lives of many
clients.  

Nominees for the award were Jola Fagbemi, Ben Feist, 
Allison Graham, and Olesya Radionova. 
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This award acknowledges a PBLS volunteer lawyer who
displays exemplary dedication to the provision of pro bono
services in their capacity as a PBLS volunteer. 

https://pblsask.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Insurance-Information-Sheet-2025-10-08.pdf


Panel Matches
 

Milestones for Free Legal Clinic Lawyers
 

Thank you to the following lawyers who represented clients through a Panel Program in
2025.

Thank you to all the lawyers who volunteered at a Free Legal Clinic in 2025. A special
thanks to the following lawyers who have continuously volunteered at a Free Legal Clinic.

15 or more years 10 years

Kara-Dawn Jordan K.C.
Nicholas Cann K.C.
Ron Cherkewich
Victoria Elliot-Erickson
Lindsey Gates
Ron Parchomchuk K.C.
Anna Singer

Paul Kangles
Estelle Hjertas
Angelina Wall
Kathryn Gilliss
Robert Feist

Bhavandeep Jhaggi

Camille Salovino 

Ron Cherkewich 

George Thurlow  K.C. 

Samuel Rezazadeh

Stephanie Yang Morris

Greg Willner

Victoria Elliott-Erickson

Nominees for the award were Paul Kangles, Melissa Nicolls, Denim Martyn, Neil McPhee, and Talon
Regent.

5 years 3 years

Deidre Brandt

Paige Moreside 

Nicole Krupski

Darlene Wingerak
Gregory Lee

George Thurlow K.C. 
Andrew Gaucher
Sonne Udemgba
Christopher Sarsons
Ada Aja
Bryn Rees
Jamie LaRose
Kylee Wilyman
Moira Keijzer-Koops
Ciara Brousseau
Kristen Bates
Tessa Wall
Vardamarva Malik
Andrew Erhardt
Laura Schaan
Mark Roney
Dale Brown
Mo Depo-Fajunmo

Victor P. Dietz K.C. Pro Bono Service Award
Tomi Olutunfese, Tomi Law Office

 This award is jointly presented by the Law Society of Saskatchewan and PBLS. It recognizes
someone who engages in delivering, establishing, coordinating, and/or advocating, for pro bono
legal services in Saskatchewan. The award is named after Mr. Dietz K.C. who was the founding
Director and first President of PBLS.

Jared McRorie 

Jola Fagbemi

Kyla Eiffert 

Lucas Richards

Mark Persick

Nicole Hamm

Ms. Olutunfese was selected as the award recipient by
the selection committee after being nominated by her
peers. Ms. Olutunfese lives and works in Nipawin and
has been a dedicated volunteer with PBLS since 2016.
Ms. Olutunfese was vital to the establishment of the
PBLS Northeast Free Legal Clinic, which offers in-
person appointments in Nipawin and serves the
Nipawin, Melfort, and Tisdale areas. The selection
committee noted that Ms. Olutunfese meets all four
pillars of this award: engaging in delivery, establishing,
coordinating, and advocating for pro bono services.  

Pamela Kovacs (2 matches)

Alanna Bugera (2 matches)

Kerri Froc (2 matches) 

Davida Bentham (2 matches) 

Neil McPhee (2 matches)

Graham Beke (2 matches)

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan 
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Omer Khayyam

Ling Ma 

Sarah Gryba 

Scott Giroux

Sonne Udemgba

Jamie Larose



Board of Directors
Norman Bercovich, K.C., President
Karen Hoeft, Vice-President
Beau Atkins, Secretary-Treasuer
David Stack, K.C.
Jim Hall 
Nicholas Cann, K.C.
Ronald Parchomchuk, K.C.
Joshua Morrison
Lisa Wilhelm-Skopyk 
Sarah Buhler

Current Staff 
Dominic Sikora, Executive Director & Staff Lawyer 
Alanna Bugera, Programs Director & Staff Lawyer  
Cecile Lark, Programs Coordinator
Blair Roberts, Programs Coordinator 
Krista Christensen, Outreach Coordinator and Intake 
Adrian Knievel, Office Coordinator and Intake
Kehinde Oyinlola, Tenant Support Coordinator 
Halima Kasim, Summer Student

Other Staff in 2025
Carly Romanow, Executive Director & Staff Lawyer (until January 2026)
Davida Bentham, Volunteer Engagement Director & Staff Lawyer (until January 2026)
Joylyn Sripathi, Tenant Support Coordinator (until March 2026)
Cassandra Kondzielewski, Summer Student
Eda Imre, Practicum Student/Summer Student
Ervynne Mauricio, Practicum Student
Marissa Beatty, Practicum Student

PBLS TEAM 
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Supporters

CBA Saskatchewan Disbursement Fund
PBLS partners with the Saskatchewan Branch of the Canadian Bar Association to
offer the Disbursement Fund. The Fund is used by volunteer lawyers providing pro
bono assistance through PBLS programs to cover out-of-pocket expenses associated
with client files. 

Insurance Partnership
PBLS continues to work with the Saskatchewan Lawyers' Insurance Association and
the Law Society of Saskatchewan to ensure that there are no barriers regarding
insurance coverage and membership for lawyers engaging in the delivery of pro
bono legal services through PBLS. 

Summer Student
The Salvation Army provides annual funding for our summer student position from
May to August. This funding is essential to have a PBLS staff member host our
Regina Free Legal Clinics during the summer months. 

Access Pro Bono Society of British Columbia (Access Pro Bono)
Access Pro Bono is the provincial pro bono organization in British Columbia. Access
Pro Bono gives PBLS access to their free legal clinic scheduling software free of
charge. 

Funders
PBLS relies on the Law Foundation of Saskatchewan for the majority of our annual
funding. We thank the Law Foundation of Saskatchewan for its commitment to
access to justice in Saskatchewan. PBLS also receives funding from the Department
of Justice for the Tenant Support Project and we thank them for their contribution.

PBLS would also like to acknowledge and thank the Law Society of Saskatchewan
for their generous financial and in-kind support. 

SUPPORTERS & FUNDERS
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