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VISION  
& OBJECTIVES
As a non-profit charitable corporation, Pro Bono Law 
Saskatchewan strives to improve access to justice within 
Saskatchewan by creating, facilitating, and promoting 
opportunities for lawyers to provide high-quality pro bono (free) 
legal services to persons of limited means.  

PBLS operates under several guiding principles:

•  pro bono services are meant to complement, not replace, 
an adequately funded legal aid system; 

•  pro bono services should be primarily directed at 
providing advice and representation to persons who 
cannot afford to pay for these services; and 

•  pro bono service should be endorsed and encouraged 
within the profession as a professional responsibility 
shared by all in the profession. 

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan adopts the following definition of 
pro bono legal services:

Providing professional legal services without expectation of fee, 
where legal aid is not available, for:

•  persons of limited means who demonstrate a need for 
legal assistance but are unable to afford legal counsel 
without suffering financial hardship; 

•  charitable, non-profit, religious, civic, community, 
governmental and education organizations in matters 
that are designed primarily to address the needs of 
persons of limited means or which work for the public 
good of marginalized or disadvantaged individuals or 
groups; 

•  matters of public interest and broad community concern 
which might not otherwise be pursued; and 

•  the improvement of the law or legal system in a 
manner which benefits marginalized or disadvantaged 
individuals or groups.  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
& THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
2018 was a year of restructure and growth at Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan. Throughout the year, we have welcomed new employees, 
opened new free legal clinics and been able to reach more Saskatchewan residents. 

Pierre Hawkins joined PBLS as the Programs Director and Staff Lawyer in January 2018. Bob Hale joined the PBLS team as an Intake 
Lawyer in February 2018. The remainder of the team was Kaitlynn McArthur as Programs Coordinator, Carly Romanow as Executive 
Director and Kelsey Morrison and Catherine Osborne as Intake and Administrative Assistants. Together, the small but mighty PBLS 
team worked hard to coordinate volunteer lawyers and clients to facilitate access to justice in Saskatchewan. 

In 2018, PBLS saw another year of increased demand for accessible legal services. Without any changes in our income eligibility, our 
number of appointments and clients served increased significantly. PBLS created two new Free Legal Clinics in order to expand our 
reach to a diverse population and to attempt to keep up with the demand for free legal service. One clinic focuses on accessing French 
speaking clients and the second clinic focuses on family law matters. PBLS continually strives to better our services and increase our 
reach to meet the demands of the increasing gap between Legal Aid and hiring a private practitioner in Saskatchewan. 

All our programming and services are made possible by the incredible support and dedication of our volunteer lawyers. Our volunteers 
take time out of their practice and personal lives to serve clients who would otherwise not receive any legal advice on their legal matters. 
Our volunteers not only benefit the client, but also the justice system as a whole by providing their time and expertise to help better 
prepare self-represented litigants in Saskatchewan.

Further, PBLS is able to provide our programming and services to an ever-growing diverse population through key partnerships within 
the community. From our long-term steadfast partnerships to our new emerging partnerships, we would not be able to provide the 
programs and services that we do without your continued support. Each partnership is essential to allow us to deliver our services 
efficiently and effectively to the Saskatchewan public.  

Finally, we would like to highlight our longstanding supportive funders that make our existence possible. The Law Foundation of 
Saskatchewan continues to be Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan’s primary funder, as well as the Law Society of Saskatchewan, the Canadian 
Bar Association, Saskatchewan Branch, Virtus Group LLP, and Childview Inc. PBLS is thankful for the support and encouragement of 
our community of lawyers, justice stakeholders and community partners. 

Stephen McLellan
President

Carly Romanow
Executive Director
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PROGRAMS
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan coordinates and operates several 
pro bono legal service programs in the Province.  These 
programs include the Clinic Program and Panel Program.

Clinic Program

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan’s largest program is our Free 
Legal Clinic Program.  Through this program, volunteer 
lawyers are scheduled to provide up to one hour of legal 
advice and assistance to eligible individuals.  There are no 
limitations with respect to area of law, and individuals may 
book follow up appointments, as necessary.  In 2018, Pro Bono 
Law Saskatchewan directly operated 11 Free Legal Clinics in 
10 Saskatchewan communities in partnership with several 
community organizations.  

Client Feedback 2018

“Appreciated the time and effort. Gave me moral 
support and made me feel confident”

“The assistance was kind, pleasant and very helpful!”

PBLS is proud to partner with the following organizations 
and individuals to deliver the Free Legal Clinic Program in 
Saskatchewan:

Salvation Army Regina (Regina Free Legal Clinic) 
Clinic Coordinators: Kaitlynn McArthur, Erica Focht, 
Ayendrila Sharma and Reden Leal

Prince Albert Indian Metis Friendship Centre (Prince Albert 
Free Legal Clinic)
Clinic Coordinators:  Sharon Grywacheski and Dannielle 
Brass 

Salvation Army Swift Current (Swift Current Free Legal 
Clinic)
Clinic Coordinator: Helen Laybolt

Salvation Army Moose Jaw (Moose Jaw Free Legal Clinic) 
Clinic Coordinators: Tara Ellard

Salvation Army Estevan (Estevan Free Legal Clinic)
Clinic Coordinator: Ronza Reynard 

North Battleford Catholic Family Services (North Battleford 
Free Legal Clinic) 
Clinic Coordinator: Whitney Bredy

Salvation Army Meadow Lake (Meadow Lake Free Legal 
Clinic) 
Clinic Coordinator: Major Peter Eason

Scattered Site (La Ronge Free Legal Clinic) 
Clinic Coordinator: Modeste Mckenzie and Jackie Ballantyne

Community Low Income Centre (Weyburn Free Legal Clinic)  
Clinic Coordinator: Fred Sandeski

Salvation Army Yorkton (Yorkton Free Legal Clinic)
Clinic Coordinator: Lieutenant Samuel Tim and Lieutenant 
Mary Tim 

Provincial Court of Saskatchewan (Small Claims Clinic 
Regina)  
Clinic Coordinators: Cheryl Mandziak, Yvonne Johnson, and 
Jan Whitridge

In 2018, Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan continued to partner 
with Pro Bono Law Alberta, Central Alberta Community 
Legal Clinic, and the Provincial Court of Alberta to provide 
a free legal clinic in Lloydminster, which serves both Alberta 
and Saskatchewan residents.  This clinic currently runs on a 
quarterly basis.

In Saskatoon, PBLS supports the work of Community Legal 
Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner City, which provides 
summary legal services through its Legal Advice Clinic.

In 2018, 1459 individuals received assistance through a free 
legal clinic directly operated by PBLS and an additional 
307 people attended the legal advice clinic operated by 
Community Legal Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner 
City in Saskatoon.  Of those appointments scheduled at a clinic 
operated by PBLS, 41% were for civil law matters (including 
estate law, administrative law, and labour/employment 
law), 40% were for assistance in the family law area, 18% 
were for assistance in the criminal law area, and 3% were for 
immigration matters.

PBLS with Estevan lawyer volunteer Kathryn Gilliss and 
Estevan host Ronza Reynard

PBLS AGM and Trivia Night with Team McKercher LLP and 
special guest, Nicole Sarauer 
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Panel Program

Through the Panel Program, volunteer lawyers provide full 
pro bono representation for individuals and community 
organizations of limited means.  The program is province-
wide, and 129 individuals and organizations received 
assistance through a Panel Program in 2018.   Several of these 
programs are specialized, where volunteer lawyers provide 
assistance with particular areas of the law.  Specialized panels 
operating in 2018 included an Immigration & Refugee Panel, 
a Seniors Panel, a Solicitor Panel, a Residential Tenancy Panel, 
Criminal Appeals Panel, and the Inmates Panel.   

Inmates Panel
In the fall of 2017, the Inmate Legal Assistance Panel Program 
was created. This panel is dedicated to providing legal 
services to provincially and federally incarcerated individuals. 
Primarily the panel assists with institutional matters, such as 
access to healthcare, discipline charge hearings, and access to 
outside communication. 

Immigration & Refugee Panel
The Immigration & Refugee Panel provides legal services to 
individuals involved in the immigration and refugee process 
in Saskatchewan.  Unique in Canada, public sector volunteer 
lawyers make up the majority of volunteers on this panel. 

Seniors Panel
The Seniors Legal Assistance Panel is a program for seniors 
receiving the Federal Guaranteed Income Supplement.  When 
faced with a legal issue, it allows seniors access to legal counsel 
for advice and assistance.  
 
Solicitor Panel
Through the Solicitor Panel, volunteer lawyers provide 
assistance to a charitable, non-profit, or community 
organization of limited means.  

Residential Tenancies Panel
Through the Residential Tenancies Panel, volunteer lawyers 
and articling students, under the supervision of their principals 
or other lawyers, assist low-income persons facing residential 
tenancy matters. 

Criminal Appeals Panel
Through the Criminal Appeals Panel Program, lawyers 
provide representation to needy individuals who are denied 
both Legal Aid and court-appointed counsel and are appealing 
a conviction or sentence or are the respondents to a criminal 
appeal.

Volunteer Lawyers

During 2018, 126 lawyers volunteered with Pro Bono Law 
Saskatchewan programs or our approved partner programs.  

Free Legal Clinic Volunteers:

“Love this service work. I am very touched by the 
client’s stories.” - Clinic Volunteer 2018

“I am deeply impacted by client’s difficulty in 
accessing legal services.” – Clinic Volunteer 2018

Regina

Kathleen Peterson
Mackenzie Tulloch
Khurshed Chowdhury
Donald Hobday

Megan Milani
Pierre Hawkins
Christa Weber
Nicole Sarauer
Nicole Folk

Dan Morris
Stephanie Yang
Riley Potter
Katherine Roy
Gene Josephson
Carly Romanow
Nordika Dussion
Anderson Stodalka
Crystal Robertson
Jeffrey Norwig
Andrea Johnson
Kristen Bates
Lennard Young 
Jim Hall
Graham Quick
Michael MacDonald
Barbara Mysko
Michelle Owolagba
Kara-Dawn Jordan
Nicholas Cann
Randall Langgard
Yinka Jarikre
Tomilola Adebiyi
Connor Clyde
Tyne Hagey
Paul Kangles
Olumide Adetunji
Nicole Hamm

Moose Jaw 

Ken Cornea
Idowu Adetogun
Bhavandeep Jaggi
Bukola Afolabi
Talon Regent
Tim Hansen

Yorkton 

Shane Wagner
Michelle Brassard
Adeola Oloko
Kyla Eiffert
Rhiannon Rees
Mark Persick
Habibat Kasim

Swift Current 

Robert Hale
Lindsay Gates
Marisha Paquin
Logan Spearing
Ryan Nagel
Nicholas Koltun
Ashley Falk

Small Claims 

Kevin Miller

Sean Watson

Northern Rural 
(La Ronge, Meadow Lake, 
Estevan, Weyburn)

Kathryn Gillis
Amjad Murabit
Frankie Young
Ron Cherkewich
Neil McPhee
Brett Cavanaugh
Tomilola Adeibyi
Ben Rakochy
Ashala Naidu
Candace Guist
Bradley Mitchell
Colin Ouellette

Prince Albert 

Estelle Hjertaas
Randi Arnot
Terra Lennox-Zepp
Ron Parchomchuk
Jaspal Gill
Henry Siwak
Victoria Elliott-Erickson

North Battleford 

Ben Feist
Richard Gibbons
Jeff Baldwin
Robert Feist
Marilyn Adsit
Monte Mignault

CLASSIC LAC

Brooke Sittler
Mark Galambos
Mark Vanstone
Michael MacDonald
Lorne Fagnan
Don McIver
Beau Atkins
Tom Baldry
Jonathan Adams
Candace Guist
Connie den Hollander
Brad Mitchell
Doc Crooks
Neil McPhee
Terry Zakreski
Alana Wakula
Elke Churchman
Karina Jackson
Léa Lapointe
Anna Singer
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Panel Program Volunteers who accepted a File:

* accepted more than one file

PRO BONO LAW SASKATCHEWAN OFFICE
www.pblsask.ca

During 2018, PBLS staff fielded over 4,800 calls and emails 
from members of the public seeking legal assistance.

PBLS aims to give assistance to everyone who contacts our 
office whether it is through one of our programs or by referring 
them to additional or alternate services.
 

ACTIVITIES & OUTREACH
In addition to actively creating, facilitating, and promoting 
opportunities for lawyers to deliver pro bono legal services, 
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan also provides assistance and 
support to partnerships and supports the work of volunteer 
lawyers providing pro bono legal services.  

Support to Lawyers

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan works in a number of ways 
to support lawyers providing pro bono legal services: 
developing and managing projects, compiling best practices 
and guides, reducing barriers to pro bono service provisions, 
preparing and posting online tools for lawyer volunteers, and 
recognizing and promoting the important work lawyers are 
doing pro bono.

Pro Bono Pledge

The Pro Bono Pledge is a voluntary pro bono standard designed 
to assist law firms with their organized pro bono efforts. Law 
firms in Saskatchewan that have signed the Pledge commit to, 
and provide support for, pro bono legal services within their 
law firms.

2018 Pledge Signatories

Allan C. Hjelte Law Office
Amirzadeh Law
Chowdhury Law Office
Elke Churchman Law Office P.C. Inc.
Jaggi Law Office 
Kowalchuk Law Office
MLT Aitkens LLP
McDougall Gauley LLP
McKercher LLP
Miller Thomson LLP

Partnerships

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan continues to work with numerous 
partners to assist and support the delivery of pro bono legal 
services:

Disbursement Fund Partnership
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan partners with the Saskatchewan 
Branch of the Canadian Bar Association to offer a Disbursement 
Fund.  Due to generous donations by the Branch, Pro Bono 
Law Saskatchewan is able to administer this Fund for use by 
lawyers providing pro bono assistance through Pro Bono Law 
Saskatchewan programs.  

Insurance Partnership
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan continues to work with 
Saskatchewan Lawyers’ Insurance Association and the Law 
Society of Saskatchewan to ensure that there are no barriers 
to lawyers in Saskatchewan engaging in delivery of pro bono 
legal services through Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan programs.  

Service Award Partnership
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan partners with the Law Society 
of Saskatchewan to award an annual Pro Bono Service Award 
that recognizes outstanding pro bono contributions by a 
lawyer(s) in the province.  This year, with the blessing of 
Vic’s family and his friends at Olive Waller Zinkhan & Waller, 
the decision was made to name the award in Victor P. Dietz, 
Q.C.’s honour. Vic was a founding Director and the President 
of PBLS from its inception until 2013 when he retired after 
serving the maximum number of terms allowed on the Board.  
After his retirement from the Board, Vic continued to support 
PBLS in many ways, including as a mentor to staff, an advisor 
to the Board, and a donor.  For several years PBLS and the Law 
Society of Saskatchewan have jointly presented an award to 
recognize outstanding pro bono contributions in the province.  
In 2018, the Victor P. Dietz, Q.C. Pro Bono Service Award was 
presented to Jeffrey Norwig. 

Tomilola Adebiyi
Richard Edwards
Thomas Hynes *
Jordyn Allan
Jaylyn Lawrence
Ron Cherkewich *
Ben Feist
Donald Hobday
Nicholas Koltun
Stephanie Yang
Tyne Hagey

Jacob Watters
Dan LeBlanc
Graham Quick
Sandra Bobyck
Barbara Mysko
Kara Moen
Jeffrey Norwig *
Khurshed Chowdhury
Sophie Ferre
Talon Regent
Alanna Carlson
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PBLS Staff, Board, and Law Society of Saskatchewan Bencher at 
the National Pro Bono Conference

Legal Information Partnership
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan partners with the Government 
of Saskatchewan, Public Legal Association of Saskatchewan, 
and Law Society of Saskatchewan Libraries to provide in 
person legal information and forms assistance in the family 
law area at the Court of Queen’s Bench in Regina.  In 2018, 
“Walk in Wednesday” at the Law Society Library at the Court 
of Queen’s bench in Regina saw over 300 people attend this 
weekly service for assistance.

Libraries Partnership
Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan and the Law Society of 
Saskatchewan libraries have partnered to ensure effective 
delivery of pro bono legal services.  The Law Society of 
Saskatchewan Libraries generously provide free research 
assistance to lawyers who are working on a pro bono matter 
through a Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan program in addition 
to publications for the free legal clinics operating throughout 
Saskatchewan.  

Outreach to Lawyers and the Community

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan engages in a number of activities 
to bring awareness to access to justice issues and the need for 
pro bono services, to provide information on Pro Bono Law 
Saskatchewan programs and services, and to gain the insight 
of others for the purpose of developing and implementing 
effective pro bono initiatives and collaborations.  In 2018, these 
activities included the following:  

• Attended the National Pro Bono Conference in Vancouver, 
BC

• Exhibitor at the 2018 Canadian Bar Association 
(Saskatchewan Branch) Mid-Winter Meeting

• Exhibitor and legal advice provider at the Legal Resources 
Fair at the Regina Public Library

• Hosted the CBA Law Day Telephone Advice Clinic 
in partnership with the Canadian Bar Association 
(Saskatchewan Branch)

• Exhibitor at the Making Community Connections event 
hosted by the Regina Foodbank

• Exhibitor at the Community4Connection event hosted 
by the Knox-Metropolitan United Church in Regina, 
Saskatchewan 

• Exhibitor at the Regina Community Fair for Newcomers 
• Presented to students at the CPLED Bar Admissions Course 
• Participated in the Dean’s Forum on Dispute Resolution 

and Access to Justice Network Meetings
• Met with community organization partners and volunteer 

lawyers from across the province
• Met with representatives from Canadian Pro Bono 

organizations
• Met with various provincial organizations independently 

and as part of the Saskatchewan Access to Justice Group 
and the Family Law Sector Group

• Submitted regular articles to the legal publications “Bar 
Notes” and “The Bencher’s Digest” 

• Provided regular updates on Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan’s 
social media accounts

Jeffrey Norwig accepting the 2018 Victor P. Dietz, Q.C. Pro Bono 
Service Award from Pierre Hawkins

Programs Coordinator, Kaitlynn McArthur and the Honourable 
Chief Justice Robert Richards
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OUR TEAM
Board of Directors
Stephen McLellan (President)
Major Mike Hoeft (Vice-President)
Susan Amrud, Q.C. (Secretary-Treasurer)
David Thera, Q.C. 
Randi Arnot
Kim Newsham
Jillyne Drennan
Riva Farrell Racette
Leon McNab

Staff
Carly Romanow, Executive Director & Staff Lawyer
Pierre Hawkins, Programs Director & Staff Lawyer
Kaitlynn McArthur, Programs Coordinator
Bob Hale, Intake Lawyer
Kelsey Morrison, Intake and Administrative Assistant (December 2017 – December 2018)
Geena Holding, Intake and Administrative Assistant (January – April 2018)
Catherine Osborne, Intake and Administrative Assistant (November 2018 – Present)
Ayendrila Sharma, Summer Student (May – August 2018)

Practicum Students
Erica Focht (January – April 2018)
Reden Leal (September – December 2018)

 SUPPORTERS & FUNDERS
Supporters

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan is a registered Canadian charity and a special thank you is extended to the individual donors who 
contributed to Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan during 2018! 

Special thanks are also extended to the Canadian Bar Association (Saskatchewan Branch) for the generous donation of funds for the 
CBA Disbursement Fund, the Law Society of Saskatchewan for its ongoing financial and in-kind support, Virtus Group LLP for audit 
services, and Childview Inc. for the donation of an unlimited software license for use at our clinics across the province.

Funders

Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan acknowledges generous annual funding from the Law Foundation of Saskatchewan and thanks the Law 
Foundation of Saskatchewan for its commitment to access to justice initiatives.  
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